
 
 

TOWN OF GILA BEND  
Minutes of the November 26, 2013 regular Council Meeting 

 
Pursuant to ARS 38-431.02, notice is hereby given that the TOWN COUNCIL will hold a special Council 
meeting on November 26, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m., in the Gila Bend Town Council Chambers located 
at 644 W Pima, Gila Bend, Arizona. A copy of the final agenda will be available twenty-four hours prior to 
the meeting in the Town Clerk’s Office, 644 West Pima, Gila Bend, AZ  85337. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
A. Call to order  by Mayor S. Holt at 6:00pm 
B. Pledge of Allegiance  led by Mayor S. Holt 
C. Invocation given by resident Fred Hull 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Steve Holt 
Vice-Mayor Chuck Turner 
Council Member Fernando Fernandez 
Council Member Armida Gonzalez-Absent 

 
Council Member Ron Henry 
Council Member Tommy Lee Sikes 
Council Member James Turner

 
Staff present: Town Manager (TM) F. Buss, Town Attorney S. McClure, Town Clerk B. 
Turner, Public Works Director (PWD) B. Menard, Deputy Town Clerk C. Eisenberger 

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA (all items subject to approval by a single motion; any Council Member may  

require any of these items to be voted on separately  Council Member J. Turner moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda.  Second by Council Member F. Fernandez.    No further 
discussion.  Motion to approve the Consent Agenda passed: 6-0 

 
 A.  Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and  
      possibly take action on the approval of the November 12, 2013 work session and regular   
      Council meeting minutes: 
      Discussion and Action   
 
 B. Payment of Claims: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and possibly take action to   
     ratify claims in the amount of $221,882.60 for the period of November 1, 2013 through      
     November 15, 2013. Discussion and Action 
 
 C  December 24, 2012 Regular Council Meeting: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss   
      and possibly take action to cancel the regular Council meeting of December 24, 2013 due to  
      the Holiday Season. The Town Hall is closed December 25, 2012. Discussion and Action 
 
 D. Office Closure December 26, 2013: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and possibly   
      take action to authorize the closure of the Town Offices on December 26, 2013.  
 
IV. BUSINESS – Discussion and possibly action on the following items: 

 
A. Ordinance 13-05: An Ordinance of the Town of Gila Bend, Arizona, relating to the privilege 

license tax; amending the municipal code of the Town of Gila Bend, Title 3 Administration, 
Section 37 Town Tax Code, Section 8A-480, to repeal paragraph (d) related to an offset to 
transaction privilege tax for utilities for franchise fees paid; and to amend regulation 8A-350.2 
recordkeeping; expenditures by amending paragraph (e) related to recordkeeping for franchise 
fee payments; providing for repeal of conflicting ordinances; providing for severability; providing  
penalties for violations; and providing for an effective date. Discussion and Action  TM F. 
Buss reviewed the current wording and the issue of payment, noting that the Town 
received a check from APS for unpaid fees.  Council Member R. Henry motioned to 
approve Ordinance 13-05.  Motion seconded by Vice Mayor C. Turner.  No further 
discussion.  Motion to approve Ordinance 13-05 passed: 6-0  

 
 Mayor S. Holt remarked that item VII.  MCSO REPORT would be moved up and 

addressed next.  
 
B. Street Maintenance Update: Request by Vice-Mayor C Turner for an update on the Street 

Maintenance Program. Public Works Director Bill Menard will give update. Discussion Only 
Council addressed this item after item VII. MCSO REPORT.   PWD B. Menard reviewed 
the status of the project.  Discussion on the Engineer’s estimate of $320,000; chip seal 



 
 

versus crack seal; available funds; issues with Main Street, Gila Bend Estates streets, 
and having a possible Work Session in January to address pavement preservation and 
to set priorities.  Discussion on adding the Airport Waterline project for discussion to 
the same Work Session Agenda.  Resident Fred Hull asked if road maintenance would be 
included for Martin Avenue as it is bad.   No further discussion.  No vote taken as this is 
a ‘Discussion Only’ item.  

 
C. Waste Management Quarterly Pit Operations Report: The Mayor and Town Council may 

discuss and possibly take action to provide direction to staff with regard to the Waste 
Management Quarterly Pit Operations Report: Discussion and Action  PWD B. Menard 
reviewed the quarterly report and summary provided by Waste Management.  Director 
Menard commended he community for ‘doing a great job with recycling’.  He noted that 
we are receiving a huge amount of trash from outside and a lot of tires, with 120 tires 
being dumped off at the site in one day.  Discussion on dumping being done when no 
one on duty and possibly installing video cameras.  Council Member F. Fernandez 
mentioned that he has guys at the base (GBAFAF) who will assist with putting together 
specs for video surveillance.  Discussion on persons reported seeing Waste 
Management dumping household trash in bins at Well #4 site.  PWD B. Menard 
requested that the persons witnessing the dumping to call him as this is not allowed.  
One person claimed that he saw Waste Management dumping there on a Saturday.  
Discussion on no issues reported on the billing the Town does for Waste Management.  
Discussion on extending the hours of on-duty person to 8:00am to 5:00pm every day 
and current signage.  Vice Mayor C. Turner moved to extend the hours to 5:00pm 
everyday; hours will be 8:00am – 5:00pm.  Motion seconded by Council Member J. 
Turner.  No further discussion.  Motion to extend hours of pit operation to 8:00am – 
5:00pm every day passed: 6-0 

 
D. Papago Waterline Project Call for Bids DG #1301: That Mayor and Town Council may 

discuss and possibly take action to Call for Bids for the Papago Waterline Project DG #1301. 
This project is funded through Community Development Block Grant Funds. Discussion and 
Action  PWD B. Menard reviewed project and timeline.  Discussion on Town’s cost, 
CDBG funding and Maricopa County rules pertaining to CDBG funds and flood plains.  
Town will be responsible for approximately 10% of the cost.  Discussion on going to bid 
and expending funds for materials immediately and buying materials first and deciding 
later whether contractor or Town will be utilizing purchased materials.  Vice Mayor C. 
Turner moved to approve the Papago Waterline Project Call for Bids.  Second by Council 
Member J. Turner.  No further discussion.  Motion to approve Call for Bids passed: 6-0 

 
E. Quiet Zone Call for Bids: Staff request to approve a call for bids for the Quiet Zone project. A 

call for bids is required by the Town of Gila Bend Municipal Code Section 38 and Arizona 
Revised Statutes, Title 24. Discussion and Action  Town Manager F. Buss noted it should 
read Title 34 and that several local contractors showed interest and they will be informed 
when Call for Bids approved.  Council Member R. Henry asked whether the Town can be 
more flexible on time constraints as this was the major issue with local contractors.  
Discussion on time constraints set by the railroad and not by the Town, time constraint 
issues mentioned by local contractors and cost of engineering.  Vice Mayor motioned to 
approve the Call for Bids for the Quiet Zone.  Second by Council Member J. Turner.  No 
further discussion.  Motion to approve Quiet Zone Call for Bids passed: 6-0  

 
F.  Community Center Flooring: Staff request to award contract to Wholesale Floors, LLC, in the 

amount of $6,081.30, for the provision and installation of new flooring at the Community Center. 
Wholesale Floors, LLC is on the state contract. Discussion and Action  Council Member J. 
Turner moved to approve awarding the bid for Community Center Flooring to Wholesale 
Floors, LLC.  Second by Council Member R. Henry.  Discussion on repairs needed to 
leaking roof prior to installation of new flooring, contractor who repaired roof has been 
contacted and the roof is still under warranty.  No further discussion.  Motion to approve 
bid award to Wholesale Floors, LLC passed: 6-0 

 
G. Handheld GPS Receiver and Field Controller: Staff request approval of the purchase of a 

handheld GPS Receiver and Controller from Holman’s Inc., in an amount not to exceed 
$8,021.24. The device is necessary for field verification of GIS layers being compiled through 
an intergovernmental agreement with MAG. Holman’s is on the state contract. Discussion and 



 
 

Action  PWD B. Menard spoke about the need for the purchase and the quality of the 
GPS Receiver and Controller required to meet MAG requirements for verification of GPS 
coordinates and that the price includes training of four (4) people to correctly use the 
equipment.  Discussion on whether the four trained personnel could train other 
employees on its use and GIS layers and how it works.  Council Member J. Turner 
motioned to approve the purchase of the Handheld GPS Receiver and Field Controller 
from Holman’s Inc. in an amount not to exceed $8,021.24.  Second by Council Member T. 
Sikes.  Motion to approve purchase passed: 6-0 

 
H. Expense Reporting: Request by Council Member Ron Henry to discuss reporting of 
Town Expenditures as listed on the Addendum.  This is a Discussion Only Item  
Mayor S. Holt addressed Agenda Item H. Expense Reporting  Council Member R. Henry 
reviewed his reasons for the request.  Town Manager F. Buss noted that a report of 
expenditures is provided to each Council Member monthly.  Council Member R. Henry 
asked about detailed expense reports and spoke on the need for a detailed report so the 
Council knows what is spent.  Vice Mayor C. Turner asked if the reports could include 
information on where the Town stands financially and Council Member R. Henry asked if 
the reports can include where we stand with the ‘surplus’ funds.  Vice Mayor C. Turner 
commented that he has seen detailed information such as mileage on the reports 
Council receives with Council Member R. Henry noting that he saw nothing on the 
provided report.  Town Clerk B. Turner clarified that there was no information on the 
current report provided because there were no Expense Reports submitted for payment.  
TM F. Buss commented that he submits an expense report for payment as needed and 
his next Expense Report will cover travel expenses for 2 ½ months.  TM F. Buss 
informed Council that he will email council members a copy of his Expense Reports 
when he submits them for payment.  Discussion on whether the Council wanted all 
Expense Reports emailed or just the Town Managers with Vice Mayor C. Turner noting 
that it should be for all expense reports submitted.  No further discussion.  Discussion 
only item so no vote taken. 

 
V. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT ON CURRENT EVENTS 

(This is the time Council Member’s may present a brief summary on current events. The Council 
may not propose, discuss, deliberate or take any legal action on the information presented)   
Council Member J. Turner: No report 
Council Member T. Sikes: No report 
Vice Mayor C. Turner: Thanked staff, Council Members and Chamber of Commerce member 
who helped with the Sonoran Desert Fest. 
Mayor S. Holt: Wished Council, Management, Staff and residents a Happy Thanksgiving 
Council Member R. Henry: Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
Council Member A. Gonzalez: Absent/No report 
Council Member F. Fernandez: No report 

 
VI. TOWN MANAGER REPORT 

Town Manager F. Buss reported that he continues to cover Planning and Economic 
Development meetings and assignments in addition to his own; Met with members of the 
Gila Bend Transmission Initiative which now include the Town of Buckeye, Wayzata, 
Entegra, Power Engineers, Kris Mayes Law Firm, and Duke American Transmission 
Company.  We had representatives from several states and the Fatal Flaw Corridor Study is 
now underway.  We estimate 8-10 weeks for completion; Met with the USDA along with 
Mayor Holt regarding potential funding for 3 different projects in Gila Bend.  We have an 
extensive package of material to put together, and I’m also working with Congressman 
Grijalva’s office on this effort; Continue to work on both websites, along with daily IT 
issues and duties; have a recruitment for a Parks and Recreation Maintenance Worker 
posted; Met with Tallwave, a company that specializes in emerging growth companies, 
venture capitalism, and they are reaching out to cities and towns to match their clients with 
the core competencies and economic development pillars of each community; Meeting 
tomorrow with ADOT regarding the Pima Street Beautification project, as per our work 
session last week; Working along with Bill and Beverly on several infrastructure projects, 
particularly the CDBG funded projects for the Papago Waterline and the Well #8 production 
well; Continuing to work with Maricopa County for the siting of a new public safety 
communication tower, which will NOT be in the town core as originally requested; Meeting 
with ACI next week to, hopefully, finalize gabion and signage for the 911 Memorial Park and 



 
 

the Fire Department. 
Town Manager Buss reported for the following: 
Planning and Economic Development: Continue to recruit for the Planning Director position 
Parks and Recreation: Community Center Flooring on state contract for $6,081.30 will 
match the Library; A donation of 240ft3 of woodchips for Community Park was donated 
from Epic Interests; Final testing on Holiday Lights this week 11/23-11/27  
Public Works: Brine Pond documents are in the final form and the Approval to Construct 
application has been submitted to Maricopa County and we are awaiting their approval.  
Once the application has been approved, we can advertise for bids, since the Council 
approved the call for bids on 4/23/13; Main Street documents should be in final form by 
next week; once complete, we will come to Council for approval for a call for bids, which we 
are targeting on December 10th, and pending Council approval, we can advertise for bids; 
1st Street Sewer AOC submitted to Maricopa County for approval two weeks ago, due any 
day; 
Finance: Working very diligently with Auditors to complete the audit.  They have committed 
a draft completion by December 6th; The Finance team will be meeting with the courts to 
reconcile the differences in citations shown in the MCSO reports with the citations showing 
up in the court; 
Town Clerk: The Town annual Christmas party is scheduled for December 13th at the Elks 
Lodge beginning at 6:00 pm. Please fill out the card in front of you, leave it at your seat and 
they will be collected after the meeting; Town Offices are closed Thursday due to 
Thanksgiving; Carnival in Town over Thanksgiving weekend- It’s called a Great Northern 
Affair and will be open from Noon to 10:00 pm on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday; 
Fire Department: no report; 
Social Services: Cathy Perry is recovering well 

 
VII. MCSO REPORT MCSO REPORT addressed after Agenda Item # IV. A. Ordinance 13-05.   

The MCSO officer reported on four burglaries, two assaults, two house fires, two stolen 
vehicles, a criminal damage, shoplifting, vehicle burglary, animal problem, possession of a 
small quantity of drugs, graffiti and a theft for the month of October.   

 
VIII. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  (The procedures to follow if you address the Council are: Council 

requests that you express your ideas in three minutes or less and refrain from any personal 
attacks or derogatory statements about any individual .  The Mayor will limit discussion whenever 
he deems such an action appropriate to the proper conduct of the meeting. At the conclusion of an 
open call to the public, individual members of the Council may respond to criticism made by those 
who have addressed the Council, may ask Staff to review a matter, or may ask that a matter be 
put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or take legal action on 
any matters during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion 
and legal action.)  Resident Fred Hull noted that if surveillance cameras were installed at 
Well #4, the Town should consider citing and fining those caught on camera in the act of 
illegal dumping. 

 
 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 Vice Mayor made a motion to have a Work Session on Town infrastructure and an Action 

Item on the regular Agenda following the Work Session pertaining to Town Infrastructure 
for Discussion and Action.  Council Member R. Henry seconded.  Passed: 6-0 

 Council Member F. Fernandez mentioned looking into getting a debit card machine for 
Front Desk.  Town Manager Buss noted that it is being looked into.  Item did not receive a 
second as it is already being taken care of.  

 
 (This is the time Council Member’s may request items be placed on future agenda’s) 
 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3)The Town Council may go into 

executive session for purpose of obtaining legal advice for any of the above agenda items.  No 
Executive Session called. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT  Council Member R. Henry moved to adjourn.  Second by Council Member 

F. Fernandez.  Motion to adjourn passed: 6-0  Time of Adjournment: 7:31pm 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
         Steven Holt, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
                                                  
 Beverly Turner, MMC 
 Town Clerk 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the regular meeting held 
 November 26, 2013 and the meeting was duly called and posted and that a quorum was present. 
 

                                                               
                    Beverly Turner, MMC 
   Town Clerk 
 


