
TOWN OF GILA BEND 
Minutes of the June 5, 2012 Work Session 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Call to order 
Work session called to order by Mayor Henry at 5:03pm 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Ron Henry 
Vice-Mayor Chuck Turner 
Council Member Fernando Fernandez   
Council Member Armida Gonzalez 
 

Council Member Steve Holt - absent 
Council Member Tommy Sikes 
Council Member Donny Young - arrived 
5:10 pm

 
Staff present: Town Manager R Buss, Town Attorney S McClure, Town B Clerk 
Turner, Finance Director S Young, Parks & Recreation Director C Turner, Public 
Works Director B Menard, Community Services Director D Dempsey 

 
III. WORK SESSION (the Council cannot take action on any of these subjects because they 

are on the agenda for discussion only) 
  
  
 A.  Draft Budget: The Mayor and Town Council shall discuss. Discussion only 
      Town Manager R Buss noted that the requested changes from the last work 
                 session have been made which include digital banners; bus stop project; 
      chamber funds; $500,000 for street improvements; airport Master Plan funds 
      have been corrected; added replacement of ambulance chassis to Fire 
      Department budget. Vice-Mayor C Turner asked about funding the chassis with 
      USDA funds and he spoke about the possibility of applying for a grant for a 
      brush truck through USDA. There was discussion about street projects and 
      priority ranking and whether or not the $500,000 budgeted for street 
      improvements included maintenance. It was advised that the $500,000 is for 
      engineering and actual improvements. The Mayor ask for a future presentation 
      from the firm that the street maintenance program was purchased, PWD 
      Menard advised it would cost approximately $4,000 to have them present to 
      Council as they are located in New Mexico. There was discussion regarding 
      contracts and it was noted that the MCSO and Court contracts are up for 
      renewal and are being reviewed. Town Manager Buss advised that the MCSO 
      contract amount indicates a decrease for FY 2012/2013. Vice-Mayor Turner 
      asked about a duplication of cost in the EMS budget and Mayor Henry asked 
      about a reserve fund for the sanitation department. There was a brief 
      discussion about RFP for sanitation services and its status; it was noted it is 
      still under negotiation. It was noted that $38,000 has been added for the 
      generator hookup at the CAP Office; RPTA Bus Stop is grant funded; Chamber 
      Funds are included in the PED Department; and the Airport Master Plan Project 
      will be realized in this FY as well as 2012/2013. There was a question as to the 
      status of the Laurdisen Museum and it was noted that it is a matter of getting 
      the water line installed. Mayor Henry asked about the quiet zone and Town 
      Manager Buss advised that the funds are in the PED Department in the amount 



     of $50,000. Discussion regarding e-civis and it was noted that staff training is 
     underway. Vice-Mayor Turner spoke about the lighting project at Centennial 
     Park and suggested that it be funded regardless of obtaining a grant. After a 
     brief discussion on revenues and taxes it was suggested that if revenues are 
     solid the lighting project should be funded through the General fund. Town 
     Manager Buss spoke about the Boeing Lease noting it bring in $3000 per 
     month. There was brief discussion regarding the Town’s legal issue with the 
     airport and how it would be paid if the Town should lose. Council Member T 
     Sikes asked about the 911 Memorial and it was noted that $50,000 has been 
     included in the budget and it was suggested that the Town ask for public  
     assistance to complete the project. 
 
    
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
      Mayor Henry adjourned the Work Session at 5:59 pm    

 
 
         Ron Henry, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
                                                  
 Beverly Turner, MMC 
 Town Clerk 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the work session held 
 June 5, 2012, and the meeting was duly called and posted and that a quorum was present. 
 
 

                                                               
                    Beverly Turner, MMC 

   Town Clerk 
 
 


