
 
 

TOWN OF GILA BEND  
Minutes of the April 23, 2013 regular Council Meeting 

 
Pursuant to ARS 38-431.02, notice is hereby given that the TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Council meeting 
on April 23, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m., in the Gila Bend Town Council Chambers located at 644 W 
Pima, Gila Bend, Arizona. A copy of the final agenda will be available twenty-four hours prior to the 
meeting in the Town Clerk’s Office, 644 West Pima, Gila Bend, AZ  85337. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
A. Call to order  Mayor R. Henry called to order at 6:00pm 
B. Pledge of Allegiance  led by Mayor R. Henry 
C. Invocation  given by Town Attorney S. McClure 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Ron Henry 
Vice-Mayor Chuck Turner  - absent 
Council Member Fernando Fernandez 
Council Member Armida Gonzalez 

 
Council Member Steve Holt 
Council Member Tommy Lee Sikes 
Council Member Donny Young

 
Staff present: Town Manager F. Buss; Town Attorney S. McClure; Town Clerk B. Turner; 
Finance Director S. Young; Planning & Economic Development Director (PEDD) E. Fitzer; 
Public Works Director (PWD) B. Menard; Parks & Recreation Director (P&RD) C. Turner; 
Deputy Town Clerk C. Eisenberger 

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA (all items subject to approval by a single motion; any Council Member may  

require any of these items to be voted on separately  Council Member T. Sikes moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion second by Council Member A. Gonzalez.  No 
discussion.  Motion approved; 6-0 

 
 A.  Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and  
      possibly take action on the approval of the April 9, 2013 regular meeting.  
      Discussion and Action  
 

B. Payment of Claims: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and possibly take action to 
ratify claims in the amount of $206,036.62 for the period of April 1, 2013 through April 15, 2013. 
Discussion and Action 

 
IV. BUSINESS – Discussion and possibly action on the following items: 

 
A. Silent Witness Program: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and possibly take action 
     to extend the $1,000 reward offer for an additional year to the Silent Witness Program. 
 Discussion and Action  Council Member S. Holt moved to extend the $1,000.00 reward for 

the Silent Witness Program.  Motion seconded by Council Member F. Fernandez.  No 
discussion.  Motion approved: 6-0 

  
B. Memorandum of Understanding: Staff requests approval of a Memorandum of Understanding 

with multiple parties to plan, develop, implement, and manage transmission lines to California. 
The central purpose is to construct new transmission to export energy derived from natural gas 
and renewable energy to the California market, thereby bringing thousands of jobs to the Gila 
Bend region and multimillions of dollars per year in municipal revenues. Discussion and 
Action  Town Manager F. Buss reviewed purpose and benefits of the MOU.  Mr. Buss 
noted that the Town of Gila Bend is not building the line and there is no cost impact to 
the Town.  PEDD E. Fitzer noted that there are numerous entities committed to this 
project. Discussion on getting information from committed participants, having a Work 
Shop and the application process and deadline.  Mayor R. Henry motioned to table until 
after having a Work Shop.  Second by Council Member T. Sikes.  Motion failed: 2 yea – 4 
nay with Council Members F. Fernandez, A. Gonzalez, S. Holt and D. Young voting nay.  
Council Member S. Holt moved to pass MOU with a Work Shop to follow and ask Chris 
Maye to attend and provide information.  Second by Council Member F. Fernandez. 
Motion to approve MOU with Work Shop to follow approved: 4 – 2 with Mayor R. Henry 
and Council Member T. Sikes voting nay. 

 
 
 



 
 

C. Pima Street Waterline Project WIFA Funding Application: The Mayor and Town Council 
may discuss and possibly take action to authorize staff to prepare an application to submit to 
the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority (WIFA) of Arizona for funding design, construction 
administration and inspections for the proposed Pima Street Waterline Project. Discussion 
and Action  PEDD E. Fitzer reviewed the project,  noted that this is to be a 30 year loan 
and reviewed where the funds will be used.  Discussion on re-doing Pima Street.  
Council Member S. Holt motioned to approve Pima Street Waterline Project WIFA 
Funding Application.  Second by Council Member T. Sikes.  No further discussion.  
Motion to approve Pima Street Waterline Project WIFA Funding Application passed; 6-0 

 
D. Papago Waterline Design: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and possibly take 

action to authorize staff to prepare a Request for Scope of Work and to obtain a Cost Proposal 
from an Engineering Firm from the Town of Gila Bend On-Call list ranked under the council 
approved Water/Wastewater List to design the Papago Waterline. Discussion and Action  
PEDD E. Fitzer reviewed project and noted that CDAC approved the funding except for 
engineering.  Council Member T. Sikes moved to approve the Papago Waterline Design.  
Second by Council Member F. Fernandez.  No further discussion.  Motion to approve 
Papago Waterline Design passed: 6-0 

 
E. Brine Pond Expansion Design Amendment #1: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss 

and possibly take action to approve Amendment #1 of the Professional Engineering Services 
Agreement with Ritoch-Powell for the design of the Brine Pond Expansion Project in the 
amount of $32,694.40. Discussion and Action  PEDD E. Fitzer reviewed amendment, noted 
that Finance Director S. Young got more funding for the project and requested that 
larger pond be fixed.  Town Manager F. Buss reviewed meeting with USDA-RD engineer 
last week and savings to Town.  Council Member S. Holt moved to ok Brine Pond 
Expansion Design Amendment #1.  Second by Council Member F. Fernandez.  No further 
discussion.  Motion approving Amendment #1 passed: 6-0 

 
F. Brine Pond Expansion project Call for Bids: The Mayor and Town Council may discuss and 

possibly take action to Call for Bids for the Brine Pond Expansion Project. Discussion and 
Action  PEDD E. Fitzer reviewed and noted that this is a little early but to meet deadline it 
needs to be ready to go. Council Member F. Fernandez moved to approve the Brine Pond 
Expansion project Call for Bids.  Second by Council Member A. Gonzalez.  No further 
discussion.  Motion to approve Brine Pond Expansion project Call for Bids passed: 6-0 

 
Item VI. MCSO REPORT  

Mayor R. Henry addressed this item after Item IV. Business.  Town Manager F. Buss noted 
that Captain Whelan could not be here tonight and he apologized for his absence.  

 
V. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT ON CURRENT EVENTS 

(This is the time Council Member’s may present a brief summary on current events. The Council 
may not propose, discuss, deliberate or take any legal action on the information presented) 
Council Member F. Fernandez: No report 
Council Member A. Gonzalez: No report 
Council Member S. Holt: Commented that he was happy to see that DOT decided to use 
extra funds to do Butterfield Trail, that Sunland Asphalt did a great job and thanked all 
involved to get this done. 
Council Member T. Sikes: No report 
Council Member D. Young reported reviewed his meeting with the Mayor and 
representatives from Rocky Point in regards to becoming a Sister City to Gila Bend.  
Council Member Young commented that they are looking forward to becoming our Sister 
City, that when the paperwork on their end is completed it will be a big deal and that the 
Town needs to have a good showing of attendees when finalized.  He noted that there were 
many ideas discussed, with one of them being a Student/Teacher exchange. 
Mayor R. Henry reported that the Sister City program is really great and that the 
relationship between Gila Bend and Rocky Point has been great. 

 
VI. MCSO REPORT 

Addressed after Item IV. Business and before Item V. Mayor and Council Members Report 
on Current Events. 

 



 
 

VII. TOWN MANAGER REPORT 
Town Manager F. Buss reported on Robinette’s Food Stores signing a 10 year lease for 
food store at the same place where the Gila Bend Food & Drug was previously located and 
plans to open on June 15, 2013.  Mr. Buss reported on the IGA with the school was moving 
forward; Waste Management meeting and Open House on to take place May 9th from 6:00 – 
8:00pm at the Care 1st Resource Center; reviewed meetings with MAG POP-TEC and USDA-
RD, and noted that the Calgon Carbon Ribbon Cutting Ceremony is tomorrow.  He noted 
that there will be Work Sessions on May 14th and and May 28th. For the Economic 
Development department he reported on the  new 32MW solar project, and the status of the 
following projects: Citrus Valley-Powerline Roads; Brine Pond, new production well and 
Quiet Zone.  For the Social Services Department, Town Manager Buss reported on local and 
rural transit, Did You Know Campaign; Senior Site Council plan to rekindle and thanked 
Leo Aguirre for donated material and boxes for kids garden.  For the Public Works 
Department Town Manager F. Buss reported on Maricopa Road Bid Opening on Thursday, 
May 2nd, meetings with ADOT and FAA for the Airport Waterline/Taxi Way Apron, and the 
Four Post Lift to be installed tomorrow.  For the Finance Department, Mr. Buss reported on 
the upcoming audit and for the Town Clerks Department he reviewed the Run-Off Election 
Calendar. 

 
VIII. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  (The procedures to follow if you address the Council are: Council 
 requests that you express your ideas in three minutes or less and refrain from any personal 
 attacks or derogatory statements about any individual .  The Mayor will limit discussion whenever 
 he deems such an action appropriate to the proper conduct of the meeting. At the conclusion of an 
 open call to the public, individual members of the Council may respond to criticism made by those 
 who have addressed the Council, may ask Staff to review a matter, or may ask that a matter be 
 put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or take legal action on 
 any matters during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion 
 and legal action.) 
 Resident Fred Hull commented that there are 125 veterans buried in Pioneer Cemetery and 

40 veterans associated with Gila Bend are buried elsewhere. 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 (This is the time Council Member’s may request items be placed on future agenda’s) 
 Council Member requested that a Work Session for the MOU addressing transmission lines 

be placed on the agenda as soon as some of the representatives of participants are 
available.  Mayor R. Henry requested that a Work Shop addressing IT issues be placed on a 
future agenda.  Council Member D. Young moved to approve the items be placed on a 
future agenda.  Second by Council Member T. Sikes.  Motion to add items to a future 
agenda(s) passed: 6-0  Mayor Henry requested that expense reports for the Town Manager 
and Council be made available. Clarification was made that this is a request and not a 
future agenda item.  

 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3)The Town Council may go into 

executive session for purpose of obtaining legal advice for any of the above agenda items.  
` No Executive Session called. 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Council Member F. Fernandez moved to adjourn.  Second by Council Member S. Holt.  
Motion to Adjourn passed: 6-0  Time of Adjournment: 6:55pm.   

 
 
 
         Ron Henry, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
                                                  
 Beverly Turner, MMC 
 Town Clerk 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the regular meeting held 
 April 23, 2013 and the meeting was duly called and posted and that a quorum was present. 
 



 
 

                                                               
                    Beverly Turner, MMC 

   Town Clerk  


