
 
 

TOWN OF GILA BEND  
Minutes of the August 10, 2010 regular Council Meeting 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
A. Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 
B. Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Henry 
C. Invocation given by Vice Mayor Hull 

 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Ron Henry 
Vice-Mayor Fred Hull 
Council Member Fernando Fernandez 
Council Member Armida Gonzalez 

 
Council Member Chuck Turner-absent 
Council Member James “Bud” Turner 
Council Member Donny Young-arrive 6:01pm

 
Staff Present: Town Manager Buss, Town Attorney McClure, Town Clerk Turner, Finance 
Director Young, Community Planner Fitzer, Fire Chief Birchfield, Records Clerk Eisenberger 

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA (all items subject to approval by a single motion; any Council Member may  

require any of these items to be voted on separately 
 

A. Approval of July 27, 2010 Regular Council meeting minutes:

 

 The Mayor and Town Council 
shall discuss and possibly take action on the approval of the July 27, 2010 Regular Council 
meeting minutes. Discussion and Action (WHITE) 

B. Payment of Claims.

 

 The Mayor and Town Council shall discuss and possibly take action to 
ratify claims as follows: June ($309,347.07) and July ($222,657.42) 2010.  Discussion and 
Action.(SALMON) 

Vice Mayor Hull moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Fernandez 
seconded. Vice Mayor Hull noted on Item B there was a problem with the flags for 
Memorial Day not being received in time and to please have someone be in charge of 
the flags.  Finance Director Young commented that the problem was not due to 
payment issues.  Motion passed unanimously; 6-0.   
 

IV. BUSINESS - Discussion and possible action on the following items: 
 
 Mayor Henry noted that Items A., B., and C should be removed from the agenda until a 

later date.  Vice Mayor Hull made a motion to remove Items A., B., and C. from the 
August 10, 2010 agenda.  Motion seconded by Councilmember J. Turner.  Motion to 
remove Items A., B., and C. from the August 10, 2010 agenda passed unanimously; 6-0. 

 
A.  Ordinance 10-09 Use Tax:

 

 Ann Ordinance by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Gila 
Bend, Arizona relating to the Privilege License Tax; Amending the Town of Gila Bend Use Tax; 
Providing penalties for the violation thereof; providing severability; establishing an effective date 
and providing for application of tax to certain contracts. Discussion and Action (YELLOW) 
Removed. 

B. Development Agreement Addendum:

 

 The Mayor and Town Council shall discuss and possibly 
take action on approving a development agreement addendum with Entegra Power Group, 
LLC, constituting the third development agreement addendum. The original annexation and 
development agreement was by and between the Town of Gila Bend and Panda Gila River, 
L.P. Discussion and Action (Item tabled from 7/27/10) (GREEN) Removed. 

C. Closing Agreement. The Town Council shall discuss and possibly take action to approve   
entering into a Closing Agreement with “Taxpayer A” for the purpose of settling Taxpayer’s 
Transaction Privilege and Use Tax liability with the Town of Gila Bend. Discussion and   
Action (BLUE) Removed. 



 
 

D. Greater Phoenix Economic Council: The Mayor and Town Council shall discuss and possibly 
take action on approving an agreement with the Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC), 
thereby joining and becoming part of, the GPEC economic development organization. 
Discussion and Action (Item tabled from 7/27/10) (LAVENDER)  Vice Mayor Hull 
motioned to approve.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Fernandez.  Town Manager 
Buss gave a short presentation on who the Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC) 
are and what they do and spoke on the benefits to the Town by joining.  Town Manager 
Buss noted that currently Gila Bend is the only town in Maricopa County that is not a 
member,  that the membership fee of $630.00 for Gila Bend was a fantastic price as 
$25,000.00 is the fee most communities pay, and that Maricopa County allowed Gila 
Bend to use an empty slot in CoStar, a real estate program, at no cost.  Discussion on 
the possibility of the annual cost remaining at $630.00

 
.  Motion passed unanimously; 6-0 

 
E. Human Resources Policy Manual Revision:

 

 Staff is requesting discussion and Council action 
on revising age requirement of section 2.1, entitled Eligibility for Employment, of the Town of 
Gila Bend’s Human Resources Policy Manual. Staff requests a change in the minimum age 
from eighteen(18) years of age to sixteen (16) years of age to accommodate temporary and 
seasonal workers. Discussion and Action (PINK)  Councilmember J. Turner made a 
motion to approve.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Young.  Town Manager Buss 
noted that this was self-explanatory and that the Parks and Recreation Department had 
opportunities for those 16-years and older as seasonal help.  Motion passed 
unanimously; 6-0 

F. Airport Shade Hangers:

 

 The Mayor and Town Council shall discuss and possible take action 
to accept a Grant Offer from the Federal Aviation Administration in the amount of $95,000.00 
for the construction of Shade Hangers at the Gila Bend Municipal Airport.  Discussion and 
Action (BLUE)  Town Manager Buss noted that he has been working with the FAA for 
Entitlement Funds.  Vice Mayor Hull moved to approve acceptance of the grant offer.  
Motion seconded by Councilmember Fernandez.  Discussion on whether this was 
included in the budget, with Finance Director Young replying that it was.  Motion 
passed unanimously; 6-0 

G.  GMA Ground Lease Rates:

            

 The Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Gila Bend shall 
discuss and possibly take action to approve a staff recommended standard ground lease rate 
at the Gila Bend Municipal Airport (GMA). Discussion and Action (YELLOW)  Community 
Planner Fitzer spoke about researching 12 Arizona airports, one of them a private 
airport, the average lease rate of for an airport the size of Gila Bend’s and distance from 
a major city is 15¢ per square foot, and that Gila Bend is right on target with rates.  
Discussion on length of lease/contract, application-based lease agreements, and that 
any new buildings become the property of the Town when lessee leaves is standard.  
Motion to approve by Councilmember J. Turner.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Young.  Motion passed unanimously; 6-0. 

V. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT ON CURRENT EVENTS 
(This is the time Council Member’s may present a brief summary on current events.  The Council 
may not propose, discuss, deliberate or take any legal action on the information presented)   
Councilmember Fernandez: no report 
Councilmember Gonzalez: no report 
Vice Mayor Hull reported that he attended a Recycle Conference that was really good and 
had good information. 
Councilmember J. Turner: no report 
Councilmember Young reported that he and Fire Chief Birchfield looked at the Border 
Patrol station and that patching the crack would not be a threat to the building.  He also 
announced that his son, AJ, went to Utah t the Junior Olympic Trials and was one of 250 
kids in the US to be chosen to move to the next level of try-outs in North Carolina. 
Mayor Henry: no report.  Mayor Henry asked for reports from staff. 
Community Planner Fitzer reported that the Airport Park & Ride project is completed, 
Waterline and Fire Hydrant Project half-way done with bore crews continuing to work on 
Pima, and the Landscape & Pedestrian Project should be completed by the end of August. 



 
 

Finance Director Young reported that they are prepared for the audit scheduled for 
September 7, 2010 
Fire Chief Birchfield reported that Councilmember’s Fernandez and Young toured the old 
Border Patrol Station and he is ready to move forward with the project. 

 
VI. TOWN MANAGER REPORT 

Town Manager Buss reported on the success of the Water/Wastewater staff in getting 
ADEQ certifications: Kevin Larson passed his Water Distribution IV test and will be testing  
on August 18th for his Water Collection III certification; Will Sipes passed Water Distribution 
I and will be  testing for Wastewater Collection I on August 18th; and Lucas Thom will be 
testing for Water Distribution III on August 18th.  He commended them on their 
accomplishments.  Town Manager Buss reported that the Town continues to get calls 
regarding Solana and that he will be meeting with them on August 19th

. 

.  He reported that 
there is a new Border Patrol Community Liaison, Manuel Moritz, and there is a strong 
interest in putting a Border Patrol station here in Gila Bend and that the House of 
Representatives approved $176 million for new agents and $196 million for DOJ/FBI/DEA. 

VII. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  (The procedures to follow if you address the Council are:

 

 Council 
requests that you express your ideas in three minutes or less and refrain from any personal 
attacks or derogatory statements about any individual .  The Mayor will limit discussion whenever 
he deems such an action appropriate to the proper conduct of the meeting. At the conclusion of an 
open call to the public, individual members of the Council may respond to criticism made by those 
who have addressed the Council, may ask Staff to review a matter, or may ask that a matter be 
put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or take legal action on 
any matters during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion 
and legal action.)  Diane Henry asked if the August 24, 2010 Council Meeting was cancelled 
with Mayor Henry replying, ‘yes’. 

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:: The Town Council may go into executive session for purpose of 
obtaining legal advice for any of the above agenda items pursuant to A.R.S.38-431.03(A)(3)  No 
Executive Session called 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Vice Mayor Hull moved to adjourn.  Motion to adjourn seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzalez.  Motion passed unanimously; 6-0.  Time of Adjournment: 6:26pm. 

 
 
  
                                                
         Ron Henry, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
                                                  
 Beverly Turner, CMC 
 Town Clerk 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the regular meeting held 
August 10 , 2010, and the meeting was duly called and posted and that a quorum was present. 
 
 

                                                               
                    Beverly Turner, CMC 

   Town Clerk 
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